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It is not often that nine judges are appointed to the Supreme Court at one go. In a welcome sign of 

cooperation between the judiciary and the executive, the President of India has signed warrants of 

appointment within days of the five-member Collegium recommending eight High Court judges, including 

three women, and a lawyer for elevation. It is nearly two years since Supreme Court appointments were 

made, and some vacancies have been around for quite some time now. The latest round of appointments 

possibly signifies the onset of an era in which the two branches agree more and agree faster on the 

Collegium’s recommendations. The strength of the Bench goes up to 33, in a court that has a sanctioned 

complement of 34 judges. The presence of three women and the fact that different High Courts are getting 

representation are positive features and augur well for increasing diversity on the Bench. In particular, Justice 

B.V. Nagarathna’s elevation at this point of time means that she may become the first woman Chief Justice of 

India (CJI). The trend of appointing members of the Bar directly to the Supreme Court continues with the 

honour going this time to former Additional Solicitor-General, P.S. Narasimha, who is also in line to be Chief 

Justice by efflux of time. 

A notable candidate whose name does not figure in the list is Justice Akil Kureshi, Chief Justice of the 

Tripura High Court, who is fairly high in the all-India seniority list of High Court judges. That the finalisation of 

the recommendations came about after the retirement of Justice Rohinton Nariman — and a change in the 

composition of the Collegium with it — may indicate that the names were the outcome of a compromise. It is 

not idle speculation to say that Justice Kureshi’s candidature may have been behind stagnation in the 

appointment process for a long time. Two years ago, a proposal by the Collegium to name Justice Kureshi as 

Chief Justice of the Madhya Pradesh High Court was recalled for accommodating the Centre’s sensitivities. He 

was later assigned to the Tripura High Court. In the larger scheme of things, the omission of individuals may 

not matter much, but it must not become a practice to sidestep suitable candidates without sufficient cause 

solely to accommodate the executive’s reservations. After all, the opaque collegium system is sustained only 

by the belief that it is a bulwark against executive intervention. This raison d’être should not be lost sight of. 

Going forward, one would wish for fewer spells of impasse in judicial appointments, quicker processing of 

names, and greater consideration to social and regional representation. 

 

 to the nines (phrase) – to perfection; to the 

highest degree/extent. 

 spree (noun) – a period of unrestrained/ 

uncontrolled activity. 

 augur well (verb) – bode, indicate, portend (a 

good outcome). 

 diversity (noun) – existence/presence of 

different people (from a variety of backgrounds 

and perspectives ranging from race to age to 

gender to hometown to educational experience) 

within group; variety, variance, difference. 

 at one go (phrase) – all at one time; in one 

attempt. 

 the judiciary (noun) – a branch of government in 

which judicial power is vested. 

 the executive (noun) – the executive is a branch 

of government that enforces the law as written 

by the legislature and interpreted by the 

judiciary. 

 warrant of appointment (noun) – it is the official 

document presented by the President to persons 

upon appointment to certain high offices of 

State, signed by the President and bearing the 

Official Seal of the President.  

 collegium (noun) – The collegium system is the 

one in which the Chief Justice of India and a 

forum of four senior-most judges of the Supreme 

Court recommend appointments & transfers of 

judges. There is no mention of the collegium in 

the Constitution of India. 

 elevation (noun) – promotion.  

 quite some time (phrase) – a relatively long 

period of time. 

 possibly (adverb) – perhaps, maybe, it is 

possible. 

 signify (verb) – mark, signal, indicate. 

 onset (noun) – start, beginning, arrival. 

 bench (noun) – a court of law with a number of 

judges. 

 sanctioned (adjective) – approved, authorized, 

permitted, allowed. 

 complement (noun) – the number of people 

required. 

 feature (noun) – characteristic, attribute, quality, 

trait. 
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 in particular (phrase) – particularly, specifically, 

especially. 

 at this point of time (phrase) – right now. 

 The Bar (noun) – an organization of lawyers 

(collectively).  

 honour (noun) – privilege; a rare opportunity 

(that gives pride and pleasure). 

 the Solicitor-General (noun) – the second-

highest rank for a law officer of the government. 

 in line (phrase) – in a rank/position/seniority; in a 

queue. 

 efflux (noun) – flow, outflow, discharge; flowing 

out of something. 

 efflux of time (phrase) – it means expiry of the 

term of the agreement after passing of the time. 

 notable (adjective) – prominent, eminent, well 

known, famous, important.     

 come about (phrasal verb) – happen, occur, take 

place, transpire. 

 composition (noun) – structure, formation, 

organization. 

 compromise (noun) – agreement, understanding, 

settlement. 

 speculation (noun) – prediction, guesswork, 

surmise, notion, opinion/thought. 

 candidature (noun) – candidacy; the 

state/condition/fact of being a candidate; 

candidate-ship. 

 stagnation (noun) – lack of 

activity/development. 

 recall (verb) – take back, withdraw, repeal, 

revoke, cancel. 

 accommodate (verb) – meet the needs of, meet 

the wants of, favour, cater for. 

 sensitivity (noun) – sensibilities; finer feelings 

(subject to be offended/upset/hurt). 

 the scheme of things (phrase) – in the way things 

normally/generally happen or arranged to 

happen (when compared with/related to other 

things) in a particular situation; a general view of 

the situation as a whole. 

 omission (noun) – negligence, neglect, 

dereliction, oversight, disregard, failure. 

 sidestep (verb) – avoid, evade/dodge, escape. 

 cause (noun) – reason, grounds, justification, 

necessity, basis, motive. 

 solely (adverb) – only, simply, merely. 

 accommodate (verb) – adjust, adapt, attune, get 

accustomed, come to accept. 

 reservation (noun) – prearrangement, prior 

arrangement. 

 after all (phrase) – most importantly, above all, 

beyond everything. 

 opaque (adjective) – non-transparent, hidden, 

mysterious, doubtful, ambiguous, cryptic. 

 sustain (verb) – continue, carry on, keep up, 

maintain, bolster up. 

 belief (noun) – opinion, viewpoint, assumption, 

suspicion, judgement. 

 bulwark (noun) – support; protection, guard. 

 executive (adjective) – relating to the executive 

branch of government. 

 raison d’être (noun) – responsibility, duty, 

concern. 

 lose sight of (phrase) – pay no attention to, fail 

to consider, fail to be aware of. 

 going forward (phrase) – in the future. 

 few (adjective) – a small number of, little. 

 spell (noun) – period, time, span. 

 impasse (noun) – deadlock, stalemate, 

checkmate, stand-off. 

 consideration (noun) – concern, care, 

attentiveness, thoughtfulness. 

************************************************************************************* 

 

The suicide bombing at Kabul airport which claimed close to 100 lives has shattered any residual 

optimism the world had that the West pulling out forces and handing the country over to the Taliban, as part 

of negotiations in Doha, would result in a more peaceful Afghanistan. Instead, what the complex attack 

claimed by the Islamic State-Khorasan (IS-K) has proven is that no matter what assurances the Taliban’s new 

regime or its benefactors in Pakistan may provide, they are unable or unwilling to stem the terror threat 

emanating from the country, despite being provided key intelligence inputs about the attack. There are also 

suspicions of some collusion within the Taliban regime, as the Haqqani group that is securing Kabul and the 

airport periphery, is a UN designated terror entity that has carried out attacks with the IS-K in the past. That 

the U.S. maintains that it continues to “coordinate” with the Taliban on security should further set the seal 

on any idea of investigations or operations against the Taliban. As this is an alarming scenario, the 

Government must now acknowledge and prepare for the threats to India. The situation will further enhance 
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India’s already hostile continental flanks, in consonance with threats from Pakistan at the LoC and support to 

cross-border terrorism, as well China’s LAC aggressions. 

New Delhi must also focus on diplomacy to highlight its concerns, beginning with the UN where India 

will have a salient role. As a UNSC member, and President, India must ensure that the UN’s most powerful 

body does not appear helpless in the face of the Taliban’s challenge, and must make the red lines clear for 

the kind of government it must guarantee — including one that recognises human rights, adopts some form 

of representation for its people, and distances itself from terror groups. Chief among these will be the need 

to ensure that the Haqqani group, including its chief Sirajuddin Haqqani who is the Deputy to Taliban chief 

Haibatullah Akhundzada, is not included in the official power structure. The group has been responsible for 

terror and suicide attacks on Indian consulates and the Embassy in particular in 2008-09. As Chairman of the 

1988 Sanctions Committee that lists 135 Taliban members as designated terrorists, India must stand firm on 

any move to ease sanctions on them, including travel, funds access and weaponry. The UN General Assembly 

(UNGA)’s accreditation committee must also decide on whether to allow a future Taliban-led government to 

occupy Afghanistan’s seat. Given Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to the U.S. later in September, where 

he is expected to address the UNGA, and then the Quad summit, it is important that India’s position on the 

Afghan situation and its impact on Indian security are articulated strongly. While briefing MPs, External 

Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar said the Government is pursuing a “wait and watch” policy, but that assumes 

the luxury of distance from the ticking time bomb in India’s neighbourhood, which New Delhi does not have. 

 

 luxury (noun) – blessing, benefit, advantage; 

comfort, ease. 

 ticking bomb (noun) – time bomb; a problematic 

situation which is developing and it will finally 

become dangerous if not tackled. 

 neighbourhood (noun) – (surrounding) area, 

region, country. 

 shatter (verb) – damage, destroy, wreck, ruin, 

devastate, demolish. 

 residual (adjective) – remaining, leftover, 

lingering, surviving. 

 optimism (noun) – hopefulness, hope, 

confidence, positive attitude, buoyancy. 

 The West (noun) – The Western world/ 

civilization consisting of the majority of Europe & 

the North America. 

 pull out (phrasal verb) – withdraw, retreat, draw 

back, disengage, fall back. 

 hand over (phrasal verb) – pass, transfer; give, 

grant.  

 result in (phrasal verb) – cause, bring on, bring 

about. 

 Islamic State-Khorasan (IS-K) or Islamic State of 

Khorasan Province (ISKP) (noun) – the IS faction, 

which came to be known as the Islamic State of 

Khorasan Province (ISKP), is recruiting 

disgruntled Taliban fighters and attacking the 

Taliban or launching terror strikes across 

Afghanistan, mainly targeting the Shias and other 

minorities. 

 regime (noun) – government. 

 benefactor (noun) – patron, sponsor/advocate, 

supporter/promoter. 

 unwilling (noun) – reluctant, unenthusiastic, 

hesitant, disinclined. 

 stem (phrasal verb) – stop, halt, check, hold back, 

restrain, restrict, control. 

 emanate (verb) – emerge, ensue, come out, 

arise, originate. 

 intelligence (noun) – the collection of 

(military/political) information. 

 suspicion (noun) – misgiving, doubt/qualm, 

distrust, scepticism. 

 collusion (noun) – conspiracy, understanding, 

complicity, intrigue. 

 Haqqani Network (noun) – a major group within 

the Taliban that’s driving the successful 

campaigns on the battlefield. 

 periphery (noun) – border, outer limits, 

perimeter, boundary. 

 designated (adjective) – identified, recognized, 

classified. 

 entity (noun) – organization, body, 

establishment. 

 carry out (phrasal verb) – conduct, perform, 

execute, bring about. 

 set the seal on (phrase) – endorse, confirm, 

guarantee, ratify. 

 alarming (adjective) – worrying, disturbing, 

shocking/distressing. 

 scenario (noun) – course of events; situation, 

context. 
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 acknowledge (verb) – accept, recognize, realize. 

 hostile (adjective) – opposed, inimical, 

antagonistic; confrontational, belligerent, 

combative. 

 continental (adjective) – belonging to a 

continent. 

 flank (noun) – border, boundary, limits, bounds. 

 consonance (noun) – agreement, concord, 

accordance. 

 Line of Control (LoC) (noun) – it is a 450 mile-

long military control line lying between India and 

Pakistan’s controlled parts of the former (under 

the British) Jammu and Kashmir. This line is not 

actually a legally recognized international 

boundary but prevails as per de facto. After the 

Simla Agreement signed in July 1972, this line 

was officially renamed as “Line of Control” from 

“the Cease-fire Line”. 

 cross-border (adjective) – across a border 

between two countries. 

 aggression (noun) – hostility, belligerence, 

combativeness, warmongering, hawkishness. 

 diplomacy (noun) – negotiations, discussions, 

talks, dialogue (related to international politics). 

 highlight (verb) – underline, underscore, 

emphasize. 

 salient (adjective) – important, main, notable, 

noticeable, obvious, recognizable. 

 UN Security Council (UNSC) (noun) – it is one of 

the six principal organs of the United Nations, 

charged with ensuring international peace and 

security.  

 in the face of (phrase) – despite, 

notwithstanding, regardless of; when confronted 

with. 

 red line (noun) – boundary, limit (not to be 

violated). 

 distance oneself from (phrasal verb) – denounce, 

disown, reject, condemn, disagree with. 

 consulate (noun) – a consulate is a smaller 

version of an embassy and is generally located in 

the larger tourist cities of a country, but not the 

capital. Consulates (and their chief diplomat, the 

consul) handle minor diplomatic issues such as 

issuing visas, aiding in trade relationships, and 

taking care of migrants, tourists, and expatriates. 

 embassy (noun) – An embassy is larger and more 

important than a consulate and is described as a 

permanent diplomatic mission, which is generally 

located in a country’s capital city. An embassy is 

responsible for representing the home country, 

for handling major diplomatic issues (such as 

negotiations), and for preserving the rights of its 

citizens abroad. 

 sanctions (noun) – action taken, or an order 

given to force a country to obey international 

laws by limiting or stopping trade with that 

country, by not allowing economic aid for that 

country, etc; embargo, ban, prohibition, barrier, 

restriction. 

 stand firm (phrase) – be firm, be resolute, be 

determined, show determination, hold/stand 

one’s ground. 

 move (noun) – measure, step, action. 

 ease (verb) – lessen, reduce, decrease. 

 weaponry (noun) – instruments of war, guns, 

weapons. 

 United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) (noun) 

– it is one of the six principal organs of the 

United Nations, serving as the main deliberative, 

policy-making, and representative organ of the 

UN. Its powers, composition, functions, and 

procedures are set out in Chapter IV of the 

United Nations Charter. 

 accreditation (noun) – the independent, third-

party evaluation (of a conformity assessment 

body). 

 given (preposition) – considering, taking into 

account, bearing in mind. 

 address (verb) – give a talk to, speak to, make a 

speech to, give a discourse to. 

 Quad/Quadrilateral (noun) – The ‘Quadrilateral’ 
is described as four democracies (the United 

States, Japan, Australia and India) with a shared 

objective to ensure and support a “free, open 

and prosperous” Indo-Pacific region. 

 summit (noun) – meeting, conference, conclave. 

(International meeting/conference of heads of 

state/government). 

 articulate (verb) – announce, express, 

pronounce, point out. 

 brief (verb) – inform of, tell about, update on, 

apprise of, give information about. 

 pursue (verb) – engage in, conduct, take part in, 

take up (an activity). 

 wait and see/watch (phrase) – to wait calmly for 

a good opportunity to do something; be patient, 

stand by, hold back, bide one’s time.  
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